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which we can at all times supply the gentlemen of Madrass will enable them
to carry on any of their designs whereas the total want the French are in of
both, and without any visible means of redress, renders It almost impossible
for them to undertake anything of moment.   Our fleet we hope will be in time
to cut off all communication from the French by sea, and as it has been hinted
to the gentlemen of Madrass to take a body of Morattoes into their pay, If
these be received accordingly and properly employed, the country will be so
effectually ruined that the French will find it hard to draw a subsistance from
thence and indeed their situation is already very deplorable as you may judge
from the enclosed extract of a letter intercepted by us.   It was wrote by the
secretary  of  the  principal  Commissary  to   Monsr.   Conflans'  secretary  and
there can be no doubt of the genuineness of the relation as it comes from one
of themselves and from a person who, by his stile, seems to be thoroughly
acquainted with and to feel for their distresses.   Over and above this want
of money we are well assured there is a great scarcity of gunpowder among
them and this is an article they have little hopes of being relieved in, except
from here, as we have the whole of the salt petre in our hands.   We can't
here avoid complaining of the partial behaviour of the Danes to the French,
the Chief of the factory here having last year sent a ship to Pondicherry laden
with that commodity and provision which proved a seasonable relief to the
enemy, and this gentleman has been constantly the channel through which
the correspondence has been carried on between the Coast and the French,
who through our indulgence have remained In this province, as appears by
several packets directed to the Chief which, being opened by us, were found
only to serve as covers to the French letters.   In this indeed he only follows
the example of his superior, the Governor of Tranquebar, who notoriously
assisted Monsr. Lally in the attempt upon Tanjour as you, no doubt, will have
heard from the gentlemen of Madrass.   The Danes so avowedly assisting our
enemys has obliged us to have a watchfull eye over them and to take the steps
necessary to prevent their continuing such a conduct.   This has occasioned
several protests from them though in justice they ought either to have thanked
us for our lenity since a single word from us to the Nabob would have been
sufficient to have had them expelled the province.   The French have made
so ill a use of our indulgence in permitting them to reside in their former
settlement that we have judged it necessary to retract it and have determined
that no subject of France shall remain any longer here.   We have accordingly
sent directions to as many as remained to hold themselves in readiness to
proceed to the Coast upon the first vessels so that we shall soon be entirely
clear of them.
7. At present a perfect tranquillity reigns in Bengal. The Nabob
appears to continue the same attachment he has hitherto shewn to the English
and the change which has lately happened in the ministry by the removal
of Roydulub has not, as we yet perceive, affected our interest at the durbar.
It is hard to say how long this tranquillity may last, Meet Jaffir is advanced
in years, moreover he is but a weak prince and, as such, there is no answering
how far he may be influenced by evil counsellors, especially as we are well
convinced his son (who is a cruel worthless young fellow) is no hearty friend
to the English. It behoves us therefore to provide against the worst and there
is no other way to preserve the vast acquisitions we have made or to support
our present influence but by constantly keeping up a respectable force. This